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Course Description 
As the culminating class in a three-part series for majors, ENL 10C will help you continue to develop the 
critical skills required for literary study by surveying the important movements, experiments, and 
problems in Anglophone literature since 1900. Both reading- and writing-intensive, our course will 
prepare you for upper-division work through class discussion, short responses, and longer formal 
assignments all designed for you to practice combining focused attention to the unique construction of 
a text (“close reading”) with critical analysis of its historical and cultural setting.  
 
Since the turn of the twentieth century, the geographic, stylistic, political, ethnic, and linguistic range of 
authors writing in English has grown at a staggering rate. In order to manage this expansion—literature’s 
defining quality over the last hundred years—our course will move through a series of framing concepts 
that have been used to position these emerging English literatures within an increasingly global literary 
marketplace: nationalism, cosmopolitanism, transatlantic movement, post-colonialism, world literature, 
the creative writing program, and “genre fiction.” Drawing on writers from England, Nigeria, the 
Caribbean, the United States, Ireland, as well as those who blur such boundaries, we will survey the 
increasingly diverse set of exchanges between self and other hosted by literature in English. 
 
- Student Learning Goals 
1. Develop skills for reading individual works of fiction, poetry, and drama through their distinguishing 

formal properties as well as their particular historical contexts.  
2. Become familiar with major narratives about the development of literature and literary culture in the 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
3. Recognize the possibilities for and requirements of serious literary scholarship; learn to position 

research as an intervention within existing scholarly debates. 
4. Gain substantial knowledge of the range of literatures written in English through broad reading.  
 
- Required Readings 
Course Reader (Available at Davis Copy Maxx) 
Endgame, Samuel Beckett (ISBN 9780802144393) 
Death and the King’s Horseman, Wole Soyinka (ISBN 9780393977615 – Norton Critical Edition) 
A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid (ISBN 9780374527075) 
The Stone Gods, Jeanette Winterson (ISBN 9780156035729) 
 
- Grading Breakdown 
Short Responses: 15% 
Close Reading Paper (4-6 pgs): 20%  
Research Paper (Research Proposal, Bibliography, and Final 6-8 pg Essay): 30% 
Final Exam: 20%  
In-Class Participation and Writing: 15% 
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Course Policies 
 
- A Note on Participation: 
Each day, you should come to class having not only read the material, but having read it closely, marking 
up the texts and noting where they surprised, confused, interested, frustrated, excited or disturbed you. 
Your response to our texts will be the motor that keeps the class running, so each of you should plan to 
engage in discussion, rather than simply following the discussion of others. You can prepare for this by 
arriving ready to talk about specific moments in a piece of writing, to connect several passages or texts 
together, and to respond to readings through focused writing exercises. 

 
- Absences: 
All students get two free absences per quarter. You are responsible for any work assigned on that day as 
well as for all regular assignment due dates. You do not need to tell me why you were absent, and a 
note from your physician describing your condition in grisly detail will not change our class policies.  
Each day you are absent beyond the two free absences will result in a deduction of 1.5% from your final 
course grade. If you have more than five absences, you cannot earn a passing grade in the course. 
 
If you are late to class or if you leave early, you may be marked absent for the day.  
 
- In-Class Behavior: 
Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices cannot be used during class. 
 
Your meals and snacks must be eaten outside of class. Drinks, if silent and invigorating, are just fine. 
 
- Late Papers: 
For each 24 hours that your paper is late, 5% of the paper’s final grade will be deducted. I do not accept 
revised papers, nor do I take any late or revised homework. You must complete all the major 
assignments in this course in order to pass. 
 
- Getting Assistance: 
Office Hours are a vital resource to help you succeed in this class (and throughout your time in college). 
If you have questions about the syllabus, our assignments, our in-class discussions, or would simply like 
to talk about something you have read, please stop by Voorhies 344 during the times listed at the top of 
the syllabus. If you have classes during these hours, send me an email and we can find a time to meet. 
 
Although we will discuss the structure of our essays, this course assumes a basic command of grammar 
and sentence-level mechanics. If you do not own a reliable style guide, you should purchase one; I 
recommend Michael Harvey’s The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing, Diana Hacker’s A Pocket Style 
Manual, or Strunk and White’s good old Elements of Style. Our Student Academic Success Center also 
offers workshops, tutoring, and drop-in appointments: http://lsc.ucdavis.edu/writing.html . 

 
Please let me know right away if you have any documented disabilities that require changes for your at-
home or in-class writing. 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. All suspected cases will be reported to Student Judicial Affairs 
immediately. Passing off the words or ideas of others as your own—whether intentionally or not—is a 
serious offense, and pleading ignorance is no defense. If you are the least bit unsure about what 
constitutes plagiarism, please consult SJA’s website: http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf 

http://lsc.ucdavis.edu/writing.html
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Course Calendar 
 

DATE READINGS ASSIGNMENT INFO 

Day 1: T March 31st  
Introduction. Yeats “The Lake Isle of Innisfree” 
(1890 poem and 1936 recording) 

 

Establishing a National Literature: The “Irish Miracle” 

Day 2: R April 2nd  

W.B. Yeats “To the Rose Upon the Rood of Time,” 
“The Lake Isle of Innisfree,” “The Song of 
Wandering Aengus,”  “To Ireland in the Coming 
Times,” “Easter, 1916,” “Under Ben Bulben” 
Seamus Heaney “Digging,” “Requiem for the 
Croppies,” “Broagh,” “Making Strange” 

SHORT RESPONSES 
ASSIGNED 

Day 3: T April 7th  
James Joyce “Araby,” “Two Gallants,” “A Painful 
Case” from Dubliners; a snippet of “Aeolus” from 
Ulysses 

CLOSE READING PAPER 
ASSIGNED 

Modernism: Cosmopolitan/Transatlantic/Local 

Day 4: R April 9th  

Ezra Pound  “A Few Don’ts by an Imagiste”  
“Fan-Piece, For Her Imperial Lord,” “Ts’Ai Chi’h,” 
“In a Station of the Metro,” “Heather,” “The 
Encounter,” Song of the Bowmen of Shu,” “The 
Return” 
Gertrude Stein “Portraits and Repetition” 
(selections)  “If I Told Him (A Complete Portrait of 
Picasso),” Tender Buttons (selections) 

 

Day 5: T April 14th  
T.S. Eliot “The Waste Land” 
Robert Hayden “The Middle Passage” 

 

Day 6: R April 16th  
Zora Neal Hurston “Sweat” 
William Faulkner “Dry September” 

CLOSE READING PAPER 
DUE ON SMARTSITE 

SUNDAY 19
th

 BEFORE 
MIDNIGHT 

World War II and Postmodernism 

Day 7: T April 21st Samuel Beckett “Endgame”   

Day 8: R April 23rd  
Samuel Beckett “Endgame” 
Donald Barthelme “The Balloon” 

 



The Scene of Colonial Struggle 

Day 9: T April 28th  
Wole Soyinka “Death and the King’s Horseman”  (1-
45) 

RESEARCH PAPER 
ASSIGNED 

Day 10: R April 30th  
Wole Soyinka “Death and the King’s Horseman” 
(45-END) and one essay from Contexts/Criticism 

 

Language, Travel, and Tourism in the Post-Colonial Caribbean 

 Day 11: T May 5th   

Jamaica Kincaid A Small Place (1-40) 
Elizabeth Bishop “Over 2,000 Illustrations and a 
Complete Concordance,” “Arrival at Santos,” 
“Questions of Travel” 

 

Day 12: R May 7th   Jamaica Kincaid A Small Place (40-END) 
RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

DUE IN CLASS 

Day 13: T May 12th  

Derek Walcott “The Schooner Flight,” “The Sea is 
History,” Omeros Ch. 1 
Claude McKay “The Harlem Dancer,” “The Tropics 
in New York,” “The Spanish Needle,” “The 
Castaways” 

RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY 
DUE IN CLASS 

The American Creative Writing Program: Literature as Identity and Profession 

Day 14: R May 14th  
Maxine Hong Kingston “No Name Woman,” “White 
Tigers” 

(AT LEAST 3 OF 5 SHORT 
RESPONSES SHOULD BE 

COMPLETED) 

Day 15: T May 19th  
Nam Le “Love and Honor and Pity and Pride and 
Compassion and Sacrifice” 
1 of 5 Essays on MFA Programs from MFA vs. NYC   

 

Day 16: R May 21st  
Junot Diaz “The Sun, the Moon, the Stars,” “How to 
date a brown girl, black girl, white girl, or halfie” 

 

Literary Value at the End of the World  

Day 17: T May 26th  Writing Workshop BRING RESEARCH PAPER 
FIRST DRAFT TO CLASS 

Day 18: R May 28th  Jeanette Winterson The Stone Gods (1-94)  

Day 19:  T June 2nd  Jeanette Winterson The Stone Gods (95-148) 
(ALL 5 OF 5 SHORT 

RESPONSES MUST BE 
COMPLETED) 

Day 20: R June 4th  Jeanette Winterson The Stone Gods (149-END) 
BRING RESEARCH PAPER 
FINAL DRAFT TO CLASS 

 
Final Exam – Wednesday June 10th 3:30-5:30pm 


